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Upon Further Reflection 

Advent: Will Jesus arrive on time? 
 
You can see it everywhere: people are preparing and practicing and purchasing and puttering 
around to get ready for Christmas. We love Christmas in part because the arrival of Christmas is 
very predictable – it happens every year on Dec. 25

th
 without fail. But what about the arrival of  

Jesus? Can we also depend on Jesus arriving on time?  
 
The season of Advent is a spiritual practice that operates parallel to our Christmas preparations. We 
take part in Advent when we intentionally remember how God supported the long wait for the arrival 
of Israel’s Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth. This is known as the first advent (or arrival) of our Lord  
Jesus. It’s also a time of remembering the church’s long wait for the return of Jesus to make all 
things new. This is the second advent (usually called “the second coming”) of Jesus.  
 
We live in a time between the two advents of Jesus. We regard Jesus’ advents through the lenses  
of memory and hope. But we also get more than that. Whenever we step out in faith by loving our 
enemies, turning the other cheek, seeing the face of Christ in our neighbor, or welcoming the 
stranger, Jesus arrives in that moment. Living by faith connects us with Jesus who abides with us. 
We know that Christmas is coming, but is Jesus coming? Will he arrive on time? Yes, Jesus is    
continually arriving in our lives and in our world whenever we make room for him to abide with us, 
and he is never late.  
 
Pastor Matt Johnson 

 
 

Share an Advent or Christmas Poem, Short Story, or Reflection 
 

“We Sing Stories of Hope” will be the theme of the Sunday morning worship on December 24th.  
The service will include readings from Advent or Christmas poems, short stories, or reflections. 
Share your favorites with Pastor Matt. He will select a few to use during the service. If you are  
willing to read during the service, please share that with Pastor Matt as well. 
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Worship                         

 

Join us on Sunday mornings at 10:30 am for 
worship, in person or to watch the livestream. 
The service will be recorded and available on 
our website, fpc-mac.org, to view later.  

Communion Sundays 
December 3rd & 17th 

Sunday, December 17th 
 
The Christmas Joy Offering is one of four annual special offerings of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). This Offering provides assistance to current and retired church workers and their families 
in  their time of need, and develops our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 
equipping communities of color. Please consider contributing to this offering which will be received 
on Sunday, December 17th. There will be envelopes in the pews for your use. Make checks to 
“FPC” and note for Joy Offering. You can also drop off or mail your contribution to the church office 
or go online to give. 

 

  
Join us Sunday, December 24th  

at 7pm for our  
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 

Communion will be served. 
 
 

Note there will be morning worship at 10:30am. 
No Children’s Time. 
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Messiah Concert 
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Community Cantata Choir Concert 
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Music Ministry                          

Presbyterian Bazaar                    

I know I sound like a broken record.  If you have musical talent you’d like to share with the congrega-
tion as part of worship, we definitely need you.  Please contact me and we’ll get dates arranged.  
Most musical slots are open for January – March, 2024, (and beyond).   
 
Our presentations of the Messiah are slated for this coming weekend, December 1st and 2nd.   
A community chorus of over 40, 6 fantastic soloists, 2 pianists, 2 trumpeters, and 1 cello will join  
together under the baton of Robin Pederson to perform this timeless prelude to Advent and the 
Christmas season.  Invite friends and family.  Admission is free, but a freewill offering will be taken 
during the concerts.  7 pm on both nights. 
 
Looking ahead to the new year, if you are interested in joining praise team, choir, or bell choir, 
please let me know.  All are welcome.  Easter is early this year, so a short term commitment is  
possible.  Praise Team will play on Sunday, January 14.  Rehearsals for choir and bells will begin 
January 18.   
 
May every one of you have a blessed Advent and Christmas season.   
Marcia Stratman,  971-387-6183 or marciastratman@gmail.com   

Thank you to everyone who helped out with our annual Bazaar this year. 
Our sales were a few dollars over $10,000!  
 
We set aside $1,000 for expenses and for ordering the soup and pie  
containers for next year. We always give 10% for missions, so this year 
we gave $750 to Community Dinner and $250 to Wednesday breakfast. 
The remaining $8,000 goes into the carpet fund which is now at $17,000. 
 
This was the 40th year for the Bazaar. The total sales since it started are 
$301,406! It has helped fund many projects over the years. A special 
thank you to Cathy Haugeberg and Shirley Crenshaw for starting the first 
bazaar on November 18th, 1983! 
 
Thank you again to everyone who cooked, baked, served as a volunteer 
on set-up or as a cashier, made merchandise, packaged soup and pie, 
provided raffle baskets, and greeted our guests. It was a blessing to be 
able to open our doors to the community and offer such great hospitality 
and joy. We look forward to next year. 
 
Presbyterian Bazaar Committee 
Submitted by Ann Widen 
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Mission 

Giving Tree for Henderson House 
 
Our new Giving Tree for Henderson House mission has begun. This year, we  
are adopting families sheltered locally at Henderson House or being assisted by 
Henderson House. Please consider selecting a tag for a child or parent from the 
tree available in the church gallery, the last Sunday is Dec. 3. Help First  
Presbyterian Church brighten the Christmas of these neighbors and friends. 
 

 

• Register your gift tag on the sign-up sheet available at a table next to the tree. 
• Purchase a gift valued at $25-$35. (Tags will include gift suggestions.) 
• Wrap your gift in Christmas paper and attach the appropriate star to the gift. 
• Return your gift to the church office by Sunday, December 10th or sooner. 
 
If you would like more information, please contact Tom Mann (tom.mann91@gmail.com), Paula  
Miller (paula.miller22@gmail.com), or Nancy MacDonald (nancym@fpc-mac.org).  
 
Thank you for your help in spreading joy in Christ’s name locally during this Christmas season! 

Earth Care Corner 

On November 5th, we were blessed to have Dr. William (Bill) Fleeger, Linfield College Department 
Chair of Environmental Studies and Professor as our lunchtime guest speaker.  Dr Fleeger’s 
presentation on the topic of “Sustainability” was enlightening and highly engaging as he shared 
many of the local, ongoing sustainability projects such as:   
 

• Revino - produces recycled, refillable wine bottles 
• Chapul Farms - uses black Soldier Flies to break down waste, by producing compost, larva and 

ethanol as by-products thus diverting the waste from land fills,  
• Divest Oregon - movement encouraging Oregon to divest public funds, like pensions, from fossil 

fuels, 
• Solid Carbon - a net negative carbon process based on sequestering emissions from concrete 

manufacturing, 
• 3rd Annual Camas Festival - Linfield Students lead this restoration effort along Cozine 

Creek.  Join them on May 5, 2024, 
• Majestic Tree Contest - a fun, student-led activity.   
 

Bill encouraged us to learn more about these local projects and to support them.  A light lunch was 
served prior to Bill’s presentation and about 35 people participated in the educational and uplifting 
sustainability discussion, which included Q&A.  We give many thanks to Dr. Fleeger for joining and 
educating us!  

mailto:tom.mann91@gmail.com
mailto:paula.miller22@gmail.com
mailto:nancym@fpc-mac.org
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Mission 
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Children, Youth, & Family 
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Children, Youth, & Family 
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Children, Youth, & Family 
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Ongoing Activities                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presbyterian Women 
 

Sarah Circle 
 

No meeting in December 
 

Priscilla Circle 
 

December 18th 6:30 pm 
Hostess: Sharon Laddusaw 
Lesson 4: Sandra Sherwood 

 

Agape Circle 
 

December 20th 9:30 am 
Hillside Manor Room 315 

 

Weekly Bible Study  
Wednesdays at 10:00 am 

 
A weekly Bible study, led by Pastor Matt, on  
the scripture reading for the following Sunday 
meets on Wednesday mornings at 10:00 am. It 
meets in-person in the Witherspoon Room. If 
you would still like to attend on Zoom, there will 
be a link in the weekly E-news for you to join.  
We will not meet on Dec. 27th or Jan. 3rd. 

 
Social Justice Book Club 

 

The Social Justice Book Club meets monthly on 
Zoom, during the program year, to discuss a 
book selected by the group. The next book will 
be ”Poverty, By America” by Matthew  
Desmond. 
 
We will meet on Tuesday, Jan. 23rd at 4 pm  on 
Zoom. Contact Kate Satterstrom for the Zoom 
link or for more information. 

Prayer Requests 
 

Contact Carley Bushart at 503-560-0183 or  
prayer@fpc-mac.org Join Pastor Matt on Monday, December 4th. 
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 Nuts & Bolts                           

Session Highlights 
 
Action taken and information items are 
summarized for the Portfolio monthly.  Here are 
the highlights of the November 15th meeting: 
 
1) Session approved serving communion at the 

Candlelight Christmas Eve service. 
2) Session spent time discussing the 2024 

budget. More to come on that. 
3) Dave Widen gave a report on the 11/3/23 

Presbytery meeting. A new moderator was    
installed, and Presbytery passed the giving 
of the Laurelhurst property to Barbie’s      
Village which will benefit Indigenous People. 

4) Session approved spending $6057 for          
      installing LED lights in the sanctuary and    
      the Johnson Room.  

Next Portfolio Deadline:   
December 26, 2023 

 

Portfolio Staff 
 

Managing Editor:   Matt Johnson 
Editor:    Nancy MacDonald 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor: Matt Johnson 
 mattj@fpc-mac.org  
Administrative Coordinator:  Nancy MacDonald 
 nancym@fpc-mac.org 
Director of Children, Youth, & Family Ministries: 
 Kate Satterstrom 
 kates@fpc-mac.org 
Director of Music: Marcia Stratman 
 marcias@fpc-mac.org 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
(Operating Fund) 

October: Actual Budget 

  Receipts $ 32,768 8.9% $ 30,542 8.3% 

  Expenses 24,508 5.9% 34,554 8.3% 

     

Year to Date: Actual Budget 

  Receipts $ 316,676 86.4% $ 305,421 83.3% 

  Expenses 318,266 76.8% 345,540 83.3% 

Receipts for October were more than budget. 
Expenses were less than budget, resulting in a 
surplus for the month. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 

         Attention All 
Ministry Teams & Committees! 

  

It is that time once again to be thinking about 
your contribution to the Annual Report.  All  
reports need to be turned in to the church office 
by January 8, 2024.  Please email the report to 
Nancy at nancym@fpc-mac.org. 
  

Thank you! 
  

If you would like to see a copy of last year’s  
report contact the office and we will be happy to 
get a copy to you.  

 

The church office will be closed 
 

December 25th and 26th 
January 1st 

January 15th 

Staff Out of the Office 
 

Nancy will be on Family Leave Monday, Dec. 
11th through Friday, Dec.22nd. 
 

Pastor Matt will be on vacation Tuesday,  
Dec. 26th through Thursday, Dec. 28th and 
Thursday, Jan 4th through Jan. 7th. 
 

Kate will be on vacation Tuesday, Dec. 26th 
through Thursday, Dec. 28th. 
 

Marcia will be gone Saturday, Dec. 30th through 
Tuesday, January 9th. 
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All in the Family 

December Prayer Calendar 

      "Devote yourself to prayer, being watchful 
and thankful."    Colossians 4:2 

Please lift each household name or group  
listed below in prayer on that day of the month. 

1.   Messiah Concert 
2. Children’s Christmas Celebration 
3. June Burgess 
4. John Bush & Pam Jackson 
5. Curtis & Carley Bushart 
6. Wednesday Breakfast 
7. Kennedy Bushart 
8. Community Christmas Cantata 
9. Kinsey Bushart 
10.  Colin & Candice Cameron 
11.  Agnes Chegwyn 
12.  Eric Chroust-Masin & Shanda Tryon,      

Archer & Dax 
13.  Martin & Monika Chroust-Masin 
14. Jim Churchwell & Kathy Scheib 
15. Jeff & Sharie Clevenger 
16. Community Dinner 
17. Nathan Clevenger 
18. Min Coburn  
19. Victor & Denise Collins 
20. Session 
21. Greg & Leslie Copeland 
22. Alice Craven 
23. Shirley Crenshaw 
24. Mike Curry 
25. Peace on Earth 
26. Shirley Cushing 
27. Maggie Custer, Jackson & Maddy 
28. Rich & Ann Custer 
29. Brian Dailey & Denise Hill 
30. Linda Davison 
31. Eve Dewan 

 

 

Anneke Van Uchelen 1st 
Matie Hendrix 9th 
Mary McBride 9th 

Cathy Haugeberg 10th 
Min Coburn  11th 
Roger Krug  12th 
BJ Barlow  13th 
Linda Berg  20th 
Bob Irish  20th 
Gudie Pfendler 20th 
Kalea Garrettson 23rd 
Shawna Garrettson 25th 
Kennedy Bushart 26th 
Marj Howard  28th 
Marin Sterling 28th 
Bill Wittenberg 28th 
Carol Qualey  30th 
John Sagers  30th 
Shirley Crenshaw 31st 
Lee Niederer  31st 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
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Calendar 
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