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Upon Further Reflection 

Made for These Times 
 
We encounter innumerable obstacles in life. Fortunately, we navigate most of them without too 
much trouble. But there are times when we face obstacles that feel more like something from  
American Ninja Warrior than the school-yard jungle gym from our youth. If that makes no sense to 
you, let me rephrase: there are times when we canôt see our way forward.  
 
Like when our bodies and/or minds fail us and life wonôt be the same anymore.  
 
Like when global conflicts escalate and terrifying possibilities loom just over the horizon.  
 
Like when our politics are so broken and polarized that we have to be careful of what we say out 
loud, and each election feels like too much to bear.  
 
Like when the bad news of climate change keeps outweighing the good news and it seems like  
humanity cannot get ahead.  
 
(There are a number of other examples, but Iôll stop there out of mercy for my readers.) 
 
In these times, which you no doubt recognize, I am encouraged by the 1983 poem by Wendell Berry 
entitled, ñOur Real Workò from his book, Standing by Words. 
 

It may be that when we no longer know what to do 
we have come to our real work, 
and that when we no longer know which way to go 
we have come to our real journey. 
The mind that is not baffled is not employed. 
The impeded stream is the one that sings. 
 

This poem reminds me that our faith is the Crucified One, who also faced impossible obstacles. 
Therefore, our faith is made for these times. Not only that, our community, the body of Christ, is 
made for these times. It is precisely when everything is most difficult and dark that the way of faith 
illuminates the truth, the love, the grace, the hope, the forgiveness, and the empowerment we  
receive from our Creator. ñThe impeded stream is the one that sings,ò and we have springs of living 
water bubbling up from within our souls (John 7:38). So do not lose heart when you face problems 
you cannot decipher. Rather, lean into the way of Christ. Jesus will never leave us nor forsake us. 
When we trust him during times of great challenge, we may feel entirely inadequate. But there is 
God-sign in the sound of our faith rolling, splashing, and lapping about the riverbed boulders.  
 

Pastor Matt Johnson  
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Worship                                   

Join us on Sunday mornings at 10:30 am for worship in person or to 
watch the livestream. The service will be recorded and available on 
our website, fpc-mac.org, to view later.  
 
Deep River Contemplative Services are on the last Wednesday of 
most months at 7:00 pm. The service in September will be on the 
25th and the service in October will be on the 30th. Communion Sundays 

October 6th & 20th 

Music Ministry                            

MESSIAH 
 

Donations are being accepted to offset expenses of our upcoming production of Messiah.  Checks 
with ñMessiahò in the memo line, can be written to First Presbyterian Church.  Turn them into the of-
fice or mail them in.  Every donation is appreciated.  A LOT.  Since First Presbyterian is the sponsor 
of this yearôs performances, we do rely on your donations to make this event happen.   
 
VOLUNTEER MUSICIANS 
 

Always needed!  If you would like to share your musical talents in church please contact Marcia at 

marciastratman@gmail.com and we will find a convenient date for you.  Now looking ahead to No-

vember, December and January to fill various slots.   

Mission Ministry                            

 The Peace & Global Witness Offering will be received 
on World Communion Sunday, October 6th 

 
This Offering enables the church to promote the peace of Christ by 
addressing systems of injustice in our own communities and across 
the world. 
 
25% of this Offering stays in our community to support peacemak-
ing and reconciliation. 25% of this Offering goes to our mid-council 
to join with other congregations to support peacemaking in our  
region. 50% supports the work being done by Presbyterians across 
the globe. 
 
Our neighbors need us. Please give what you can. Envelopes are 
available in the pews for your use or checks to ñFPCò noting for 
ñPeace offeringò can be sent to the office, or you can go online to 
give.  When we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. 

mailto:marciastratman@gmail.com
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Mission Ministry continued 

El Salvador Mission Partner Visit 
 
What a joy to receive Carmen Diaz and Santiago Flores in September and introduce them to our 
church family! They are part of the IRCES (Reformed Calvinist Church of El Salvador) church  
community in San Salvador and were here to get further training from Cheryl Seagren in play  
therapy for traumatized youth in El Salvador.  They were joined by Presbyterian mission co-worker 
Joseph Russ who did a wonderful job with translation. 
 
Cherylôs three-day training session here followed five Zoom training sessions earlier this summer 
which included several of the teachers from the Juan Calvinho (John Calvin) Elementary School in 
San Salvador.  A team from First Presbyterian visited there in 2023.  A potential follow-up trip to  
El Salvador is being discussed. 
 
Following the visit from Carmen and Santiago, Joseph, Lou Savage, Jan and Bob Irish met with the 
staff of Senator Ron Wyden in Portland to discuss current legislation in Congress that involves  
immigration. 
 
Many thanks to those in our congregation who supported this visit!  A team of 20 people were  
involved in providing transportation, housing, meals, and area sightseeing.  There was a bit of free 
time available and Santiago demonstrated a real prowess in the game of cornhole (see picture  
below)! 
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Upcoming Events 

ñGodôs Bountyò 
Coming soon to the Annex Gallery! 

 
Entries are needed. The deadline to submit a 
piece or more is this Sunday, Sept. 29th. All 
are invited, artists of any age, to contribute art 
in any media that reflects Godôs Bounty. 
 
Submission forms are available at the Welcome 
Kiosk in the Gallery or in the church office.  
Items should be brought to the church by this 
Sunday, ready to be hung or displayed. 
 
If you have any questions, contact Dianne 
Barske. 

 
 Bazaar 

 Craft Workshop 
 Friday, Oct. 4th 

 4-6pm 
 in Calvin Hall East 

 
There will be two, possibly three projects,  
that require simple assembly, that we will be 
working on to prepare for the Bazaar. 
 
Come join us for a fun time of crafting and  
conversation. 
 

 

Mend + Fix Night, Sunday, Nov. 17th 

This year our youth, as part of the McMinnville Youth Collective, are focusing their attention on earth 
care.  They are diving deep into scripture and Biblical wisdom along with exploring best practices for 
caring for our Earth.  In the course of this year, they are working closely alongside the earth care 
teams from FPC and the other MYC churches in order to foster cross generational community. 

The youth are beginning this deep dive by discussing consumerism and what role we play in creating 
more ñstuffò.  In conjunction with this learning the youth will be hosting a Mend + Fix Night at 
FPC.  The larger FPC and McMinnville community are encouraged to join us.  Do you have a specif-
ic mending or fixing skill?  Do you have something that you needed mended or fixed?  Join us on 
Sunday, November 17

th
 anytime from 5-7pm. 

Please reach out to Kate (KateS@fpc-mac.org) if you have any questions.  Thanks! 

mailto:KateS@fpc-mac.org
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Upcoming Events continued 

The Plastic Project - James Recycling Event  
Saturday, October 5th from 10am-1pm at First Baptist Church 

 

(We will have our FPC Plastic Recycling Sorting/Combining Day on  
Thursday, Oct. 3rd at 4pm in the Fellowship Hall.) 

#6s are once again being accepted at the Recycling Event! 
 
You can now recycle Styrofoam at this collection event. Green Century Recycling from Portland, will 
accept Styrofoam blocks, meat trays, food and beverage containers, and non-squishy packing  
peanuts bagged separately. There is a charge of $10 per 45-gallon bag for these Styrofoam  
products, and they will be set up in the First Baptist parking lot across from the church and operate 
their own drive-through drop off collection. They also accept all kinds of e-waste, from cell phones to 
large appliances, at no charge. Please see Green Century Recyclingôs website for detailed lists of 
what they will accept. 
 
Recology has started collecting some additional plastic items --- but only at their recycling depot in 
McMinnville. You may now take straws, bread bag clips, utensils (no compostables), and plastic 
screw-on caps to the transfer station Monday through Saturday at your convenience. Even better, 
there is no charge. These items will not be accepted at the Recycling event. 

The Bazaar is fast approaching. We will be signing up volunteers before and after worship on  
Sunday, Oct. 6th in the Gallery. We need volunteers for cashiering, packaging soup, clean-up on  
Sunday, as well as baking pies, baked goods, and other homemade items. 
 
If you are making items for the Bazaar, please let Nancy in the church office know the name of the 
item and how many so that sales tags can be made in advance. 
 
If you would be willing to have a yard sign on your property to promote the sale, please sign up at the 
table. Flyers will be available at that time to pick up to handout to family and friends. 
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Children, Youth, & Family 
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Children, Youth, & Family 
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Ongoing Activities                        

Join Pastor Matt on Monday, October 7th 
at 5:15 pm for fellowship and discussion. 

Note the new location! 
 

The Quilts & Blankets Group will not meet in  
October. We will resume on Wednesday,  
November 27th. 

 

Weekly Bible Study  
Mondays at 1:00 pm 

 
A weekly Bible study, led by Pastor Matt, on the 
scripture reading for the following Sunday 
meets on Monday afternoons at 1:00 pm in the 
Witherspoon Room. We will be looking at the 
Book of Galatians if you would like to read 
ahead.  
 
We will not be meeting on Monday, Oct. 21st 
and 28th because Pastor Matt will be away. 

 

 
 

Social Justice Book Club 
 

 
 

The Social Justice Book Club meets monthly on 
Zoom to discuss a book selected by the group. 
For our next gathering we will be reading  
James by Percival Everett.  
 

We will meet on Wednesday, Oct. 23rd at 4pm 
on Zoom to discuss this book. Contact Kate for 
the Zoom link. 

Narthex Gallery                        



9 

 Nuts & Bolts                           

Session Highlights 
 

Action taken and information items are 
summarized for the Portfolio monthly.   
These are the highlights of the September 18th 
meeting: 
 
1. The Nominating Committee is beginning their 
discernment process to identify leaders in the 
church. Please prayerfully consider saying yes. 
2. Mission is submitting a grant proposal to help 
fund some much needed equipment in the  
kitchen that will make providing Community  
Dinner and Wednesday Morning Breakfast  
easier, along with art supplies to be used for the 
art program that takes place on Wednesday 
mornings. 
3. The next Congregational meeting will be on 
Sunday, November 17, 2024 for the purpose of 
electing officers. It will take place right after  
worship. 

Next Portfolio Deadline:   
October 21, 2024 

 

Portfolio Staff 
 

Managing Editor:   Matt Johnson 
Editor:    Nancy MacDonald 

 

Church Staff 
 

Pastor: Matt Johnson 
 mattj@fpc-mac.org  
Administrative Coordinator:  Nancy MacDonald 
 nancym@fpc-mac.org 
Director of Children, Youth, & Family Ministries: 
 Kate Satterstrom 
 kates@fpc-mac.org 
Director of Music: Marcia Stratman 
 marcias@fpc-mac.org 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
(Operating Fund) 

August: Actual Budget 

  Receipts $ 27,116 7.2% $ 31,286 8.3% 

  Expenses 32,880 7.6% 35,821 8.3% 

 Increase/
(Decrease) 

   $(5,765) 10.6%   $(4,535)    8.3% 

     

Year to Date: Actual Budget 

  Receipts $ 253,875 67.6% $ 250,287 66.7% 

  Expenses 268,711 62.5% 286,564 66.7% 

Increase/
(Decrease) 

$(14,836) 27.3% $(36,277) 66.7% 

August receipts were less than budget while  
expenses were also less than budget, resulting 
in a deficit. The annual operating budget is  
estimated to end with a deficit. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

 

Staff Out of the Office 
 

Nancy MacDonald will be on vacation  
Saturday, Oct. 12th through Sunday Oct. 20th. 
 
Pastor Matt will be at Credo Monday, Oct. 21st 
through Monday, Oct. 28th. 
 
Kate Satterstrom will be on vacation Tuesday, 
Oct. 29th through Thursday, Oct. 31st. 

 

Prayer Requests 
 

Contact Carley Bushart at 
503-560-0183 or  prayer@fpc-mac.org 

Refugee Support Fund Update 
 

We no longer need donations to the Refugee 
Support Fund. Thank you for your support!  
There is enough in the Fund to cover the  
phasing out of support.  
 
The family is doing well financially They do not 
need any food donations and request that none 
be dropped off. 
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All in the Family 

October Prayer Calendar 

      "Devote yourself to prayer, being watchful 
and thankful."    Colossians 4:2 

Please lift each household name or group  
listed below in prayer on that day of the month. 

1.  Marin Sterling 
2. Teagan Sterling 
3. Nominating Committee 
4. Marcia Stratman 
5. Community Dinner 
6. World Communion Sunday 
7. Alison Thomson, Arabella & Abram 
8. Kent & Star Thomson 
9. Wednesday Breakfast 
10.  Blessing of the Animals 
11.  Dale & Carolyn Tomlinson 
12.  McMinnville Youth Cooperative 
13.  Arthur Van Uchelen 
14.  Kidventure 
15. Paul & Anneke Van Uchelen 
16. Session 
17. Music Program 
18. Margaret Wallace 
19. John & Lori Wallick 
20. Dave & Ann Widen 
21. Monday Morning Maintenance 
22. Dan Willis 
23. Ruth Willis 
24. Bill Wittenberg 
25. Trena Younce 
26. Nicole Amuzu, Ayele 
27. Tom & Joyce Archibald 
28. Ann Austin 
29. George & Nancy Barker 
30. BJ & Christina Barlow, Oliver, Lucas, &    
      Thatcher 
31. Elliott & Dianne Barske 
 

 

Autumn Steinman 1st 
Zella Hisaw  2nd 
June Burgess 3rd 

Sara DeMaster Smith  4th 
Eric Chroust-Masin 5th 

Fianna DeMaster Smith 7th 
Thatcher Barlow 8th 
Sonja Soderlund 8th 
Shirley Cushing 9th 
Ron Miller  11th 
Carley Bushart 12th 
Tim Shuler  13th 
Pam Jackson 15th 
Steve Parker  17th 

Mona Ornelas Staneck 18th 
Curtis Bushart 19th 
Kaylyn Haworth 19th 
Rosie Greene 23rd 
Roald Berg  26th 
Margaret Wallace 26th 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

 
 

Our church family extends our  
deepest sympathy to  
the family of  

 

Dave Howard 
 

Dave passed away on Sept. 16, 2024 at his 
home in Keizer, OR. 

 
May God grant comfort and peace  
to his friends and loved ones. 
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Calendar 


