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Upon Further Reflection

Who'’s at Your Table?

Before the pandemic, my family would often have different people at our table for meals. Sometimes
friends, sometimes a small group from church, sometimes a visitor from out of town.

During the pandemic, all that was shut down, which I’m sure you remember all too well. That was
understandable and appropriate. But I've noticed that our way of connecting with people seems to
have been permanently altered. We are no longer hosting people in the same way, or as frequently.
Is it just me, or is that true in a more general sense as well?

It's important for us to share tables together. Jesus was always meeting with people at a table.
There’s a special connection when we share food together, enjoying the goodness of creation,
hospitality, and fellowship with one another.

This is one reason why our coffee hour fellowship time, congregational lunches, and small group
gatherings matter. Informal connections matter, too. These can be more than just opportunities for
flimsy chit-chat. If we are attentive to the leading of the Spirit, they can be opportunities to sit and be
present with one another — and to encounter God in one another. This especially happens when we
go beyond our comfort zone and sit with people we don’t know as well or who have different life
experiences from ourselves.

Whether you have the ability to host people at your home or not, it’s worth reflecting on the question,
“Who is at your table?” Who do you invite to meet with for coffee or lunch? If you do have opportuni-
ty to host others, who might you reach out to that you haven’t before?

There are many people in our community — both at church and in our city — who are lonely and miss
connecting with others. Could you convene a conversation with others, prayerfully asking God to be
at work in the conversation? When Jesus is involved, we never know what might come from time
around a table with others.

Pastor Matt Johnson



Worship

Join us on Sunday mornings at 10:30 am for
worship in person or to watch the livestream.
The service will be recorded and available on
our website, fpc-mac.org, to view later.

Deep River Contemplative Service will not meet
in August. Look for it’s return in September.

Communion Sunday
August 17th

Music Ministry

What a whirlwind of a month it has been! Thank you all for opening your arms and hearts to me. It
has been an absolute joy to join your community.

This month, | have been reflecting on how music shapes worship—not just as a performance, but as
a shared act of devotion. Whether we are singing a beloved hymn, singing with the Praise Team, or
simply sitting in quiet reflection while the organ plays, music has a way of drawing us closer to God
and to one another.

Yet have you ever considered the role of leadership in making music? Leading music in worship is
not just about keeping time or hitting the right notes—it is about helping others find their voice and
deepening their relationship with God. A choir director, an organist, an accompanist, the Praise
Team, or even a soloist serves as a guide, creating space for others to join in praise and reflection.
Just as a shepherd gently leads the flock, a music leader helps the congregation move together in
prayer and song.

This is why | am so grateful for the many musicians who contribute their gifts to worship at First
Presbyterian Church. Their leadership is not about drawing attention to themselves but facilitating an
encounter with God. When they lead well, we all feel more confident to sing, listen, and to respond to
God’s call.

In the coming weeks, | invite you to listen—not just with your ears, but with your heart—to how music
moves through our worship, And if you have ever felt a nudge to share your musical gifts, whether
through singing, or playing, | would love to talk with you! Together, we can continue to make a joyful
noise unto the Lord.

Grace and peace be with you all.

Rebecca

“Where words fail, music speaks.” — Hans Christian Andersen



Narthex Gallery Show

Coming in the month of August!

A special interpretation of the story of Genesis 1 in Imaginary Tapestry
created by Shirley Cunningham.

This will be displayed in Calvin Hall West.
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Artist's Receptions:

August 3rd 3:00-5:00 &
August 31st 11:30-1:00

Genesis Praver ‘ First Presbyterian
e S y , 390 NE 2nd Street
Service:

, McMinnville, OR
August 6th 7-8pm
Open M-Th 9-5
Sun 10-12
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Genesis Prayer Service

On Wednesday, August 6th at 7:00 pm in Calvin Hall West, join us for a prayer service.
Come reflect and pray while surrounded by the beautiful tapestries.




VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Thank you to everyone who made Vacation Bible
School a success! It was a wonderful week, and it
couldn't have happened without your generous
support—your time, energy, prayers, and resources
made all the difference.

We are especially grateful for our amazing
volunteers and shepherds. Their dedication and care
were reflected in the joy and enthusiasm of every
child who attended.

VBS is a cherished chance to reach out and serve our
community, and we're so thankful for all who helped
bring it to life
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Children, Youth, & Family

K\DVENTURE

MONDAYS @ 5:15-6:30PM
AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURC
CHILDREN PREK - 5TH GRAD

REGISTER

FOR KIDVENTURE

CHILDREN'S TIME
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Sundays at 10:30am
Children are invited to worship &
will be excused to Children's Time

Children’s Time
is on a break
for the month
of August and
will return
in September

CHILDREN'S KIKISTRY

OZullLL

4 KIDVENTURE
MONDAY EVENINGS 5:15 - 6:30 PM
KINDER - 5TH GRADE

Kf KING OFF SEPTEMBER 8TH
A“'



Children, Youth, & Family
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McMinnville Youth Collective

LOMING THIS F A

* Youth Group starts Sept 7

* High School beach retreat Sept 19-2|

* Middle School beach retreat Sept 26-28
* MYC Lockout Nov 7, Spm to Midnight

MCMINNVILLE YOUTH COLLECTIVE

DINNER

ednesday, August 27
vg_7 pm @ ﬁancy Jo’s
BRING MONEY FOR DINNER. FRIENDS ALWAYS WELCOME,




Nuts & Bolts

DOLLARS&CENTS

FINANCIAL REPORT
(Operating Fund)

June Actual Budget
Receipts $41,738 9.4% $37,038 8.3%
Expenses 35483 7.7% 38,200 8.3%

Increase/ $ 6,255 % $(1,162) 8.3%

(Decrease)

2025 YTD: Actual Budget
Receipts $ 225,899 50.8% $222,228 50%
Expenses 214,184 46.7% 229,203 50%

Increase/ $11,715 % $(6,975) 50%

(Decrease)

June receipts were more than budget while
expenses were less than budget, resulting in a
surplus. The annual operating fund is expected
to end with a deficit.

Thank you for your continued support.

Session Highlights

Action taken and information items are
summarized for the Portfolio monthly.

Session did not have a regular stated meeting in
July so there are no highlights to share.

Church Office

« Kate Satterstrom will be out of the office on
the Service Learning Trip Sunday, July 27th
through Friday, August 1st. She will then be
on vacation Monday, August 4th through
Friday, August 15th.

o Pastor Matt is on Study Leave through
Sunday, August 3rd. He will be on vacation
Monday, August 18th through Saturday,
August 30th.

Prayer Requests

Contact Carley Bushart at
503-560-0183 or prayer@fpc-mac.org

Next Portfolio Deadline:
August 25, 2025

Portfolio Staff

Matt Johnson
Nancy MacDonald

Church Staff

Pastor: Matt Johnson
mattj@fpc-mac.org

Administrative Coordinator: Nancy MacDonald
nancym@fpc-mac.org

Director of Children, Youth, & Family Ministries:
Kate Satterstrom
kates@fpc-mac.org

Director of Music: Rebecca Wilson
rebeccaw@fpc-mac.org

Managing Editor:
Editor:

Volunteers
Needed.

The Community Dinner and Wednesday Break-
fast are two mission projects of our church that
happen every week. We are looking for more
volunteers to help share the load.

On Saturdays there are positions that require
your time from 4.5 hours, (cook or person-in-
charge) to 2 hours, (plater or server). You
choose how much time you have to offer.

On Wednesday, volunteers arrive at 8 am and
finish about 10 am. They help with making
coffee, toasting bagels, and serving the other
breakfast items.

The volunteers enjoy serving others and the
fellowship shared while working together.

Contact the church office for more information or
to sign up.




Upcoming/Ongoing

Saturday, August 2nd, 10 am — 1 pm.
Plastic Collection Event
at First Baptist Church

Here is information from the Plastic Project

Website:

« Bring your non-curbside items sorted and
bagged separately.

e Plastic must be clean and dry.

« Combine smaller bags together into a large
paper grocery bag.

o $4 per full paper grocery bag.

Recycle: Straws & Utensils, Bread bag clips
e Clear (no color) #1 PET plastic

#2 HDPE plastic

#4 LDPE plastic

#5 PP plastic

#6 PS plastic

Fodl Drhtein. Chursh
THEOLOGY ON TAP

TWO DOGS TAP HOUSE
401 NE EVANS STREET, MCMINNVILLE

GATHERS @ 5:15PM ON THE 15T MONDAY OF THE MONTH

Join Pastor Matt on Monday, August 4th
at 5:15 pm for fellowship and discussion.

The Bazaar is happening again this year on
Friday Nov. 7th from 10 am to 4 pm and
Saturday, Nov. 8th from 10 am to 1 pm.

We hope that you have been crafting items to
donate to the Bazaar. You still have a few
months to get creative.

If you are making jam or jelly, please consider
donating a few jars to the Bazaar. If you have
empty canning jam jars to donate to those mak-
ing jam, please bring them to the church office.

We will have an informational/planning meeting
on Sunday, Sept. 7th following worship in the
Whitman Room.

If you have questions or ideas, feel free to reach
out to Ann Widen, Mary Ellen Fleeger, or Nancy
MacDonald.

Beyond Backpacks is a local nonprofit whose
vision is for every child in Yamhill County to
have school supplies. It serves K-12 students
throughout Yambhill County with additional
services for families and many partnerships.

This year we are once again will be supporting
this program by collecting cash donations.
Checks can be made to FPC and note on the
memo line “backpacks” or you can go online to
our website to give. They have a team of
volunteers that can use the money to buy
supplies, usually at a much cheaper price than
we get at regular retail stores.

The event will be on Saturday, August 16th at
Sue Buel Elementary School.

There is also the opportunity to volunteer at the
event. Go to their website to apply at
beyondbackpacks.org




All in the Family
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BJRFTHDAYS FOR YOU::

Pat Martin 2nd
Claudia Huwaldt  4th
Rebecca Wilson  4th August Prayer Calendar
élé)s;ngcl)\/rl]l;cl:ken 17?f?h "Devote yourself to prayer, being watchful
JanetyM att y 13th and thankful." Colossians 4:2

. y Please lift each household name or group
Kris Brunner 18th

Arabella Thomson  20th listed below in prayer on that day of the month.

John Edmondson 23rd

Ted & Paula Miller

. Kevin & Caroline Moore, Grayson, Adelynn,
Happy Birthday! & Rylan

8. Joanne Mucken

9. Janet Myatt

10. Lee Niederer

11. Tom & Mary Norton
12. Betty Olson

13. Session

14. Karen Olson

15. Steve & Rachel Parker

1. MYC Service Learning Tri
Daryl Garrett 23rd g Inp
Tgrr%// P;ﬁe son 23:d 2. Fred & Marie McDonnal
Karen Olson 24th 3. S_hawna_McRae, Savanah & Holden
Janet Litchfield  26th 4. Linda Mihnos
Elliott Barske 27th > Ron & Donina Miler
7.

A Memorial Service will be held for 16. Community Dinner
Jim Churchwell 17. Bob & Ardeth Parry
on Saturday, August 2nd at 1:00 pm. 18. Zoe Pearson

19. Dave & Gudie Pfendler

, 20. Wednesday Breakfast
Thar:jk you g” foréhe T(mc’:h ¢ 21. Tony Pratt & Kirsten Lund
QYL 77 WOrGs, caras, and cake that| - 55 Markita Price
A | received on Sunday 23 Steve Priebe
&9 . acknowledging my 20 " Cheioti .
- % ’1 24. Christine Pritts
q L(ﬂ years at FPC. ,It was truly a 25. Monday Morning Maintenance
surprise. | don’t now how 26. Duane & Carol Qualey
you were able to keep it a secret! 27 Marlene Radasch
| felt called to be here 20 years ago and this 28. Linda Ragland
community has supported and blessed me ever 29. Jim Rogers
since. Thank you again. 2(1) éﬁgj:llisgzzr;eﬂ:olm
With love, '
Nancy MacDonald




August Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
27 28 29 30 31 1 2
MYC Service Learning Trip MYC Service MYC Service MYC Service MYC Service MYC Service Pastor Matt on
10:30am Worship Learning Trip Learning Trip Learning Trip Learning Trip Learning Trip Study Leave
11:30am Fellowship Time Pastor Matt on Pastor Matt on Pastor Matt on Pastor Matt on Office Closed 10:00am Plastic
Study Leave Study Leave Study Leave Study Leave Pastor Matt on Recycling
9:00am Monday Portfolio 4:00pm Plastic Study Leave Collection at FBC
Morning 8:30am Wednesday Recycling Sorting 1:00pm Churchwell
Maintenance Breakfast Memorial Service
10:30am Small 5:30pm Women's AA 5:00pm Community
Group Group Dinner
12:00pm Oak Valley
Bridge Club
4:30pm Priscilla
Circle
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Pastor Matt on Study Leave Kate on vacation Kate on vacation Kate on vacation Kate on vacation Kate on vacation Kate on vacation
10:30am Worship 9:00am Monday 10:00am Staff 8:30am Wednesday | 3:30pm Mission Office Closed 3:00pm Praise Team
11:30am Fellowship Time Morning Meeting Breakfast Team 4:00pm MV Rehearsal
2:00pm Service Learning Team Maintenance 5:30pm Women's AA Advancements 5:00pm Community
Celebration 12:00pm Oak Valley Group Dinner
. ) Bridge Club 7:00
3 g " :00pm Prayer
00pm Artist's Reception 5:15pm Theology on Service
Tap
10 1 12 13 14 15 16
Kate on vacation Kate on vacation Kate on vacation Kate on vacation Kate on vacation Kate on vacation 5:09pm Community
10:30am Worship 9:00am Monday 10:00am Staff 8:30am Wednesday Office Closed Dinner
11:30am Fellowship Time Morning Meeting Breakfast 5:30pm MYC Pool
Maintenance 1:30pm YCCO/SIT Party
10:30am Small 5:30pm Women's AA
Group Group
12:00pm Oak Valley . i
Bridge Club 7:00pm Session
1:00pm 99 GAL
Friends
4:00pm Building &
Grounds Team
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Communion Pastor Matt on Pastor Matt on Pastor Matt on Pastor Matt on Office Closed Pastor Matt on
10:30am Worship vacation vacation vacation vacation Pastor Matt on vacation
11:30am Fellowship Time 9:00am Monday 10:00am Staff 8:30am Wednesday vacation 5:00pm Community
6:000m Investment Club Morning Meeting Breakfast 10:30am 99 GAL Dinner
R Maintenance 3:00pm 99 GAL Friends CES
12:00pm Oak Valley Friends Women's Focus Team
Bridge Club Health Team
5:30pm Women's AA
Group
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Pastor Matt on vacation Pastor Matt on Pastor Matt on Pastor Matt on Pastor Matt on Office Closed 5:00pm Community
10:30am Worship vacation vacation vacation vacation Dinner
11:30am Fellowship Time 9:00am Monday 9:00am Earth Care Portfolio
Morning Committee 8:30am Wednesday
Maintenance 10:00am Staff Breakfast
10:30am Small Meeting 5:30pm Women's AA
Group Group
12:00pm Oak Valley 6:00pm MYC Dinner
Bridge Club
4:30pm Priscilla
Circle
31 1 2 3 4 5 6
10:30am Worship Labor Day 10:00am Qaring & 8:30am Wednesday Office Closed Session Retreat
11:30am Artist's Reception Office Closed g?::ectlng Small Breakfast ) Session Retreat 5:00pm Community
11:30am Fellowship Time 12:00pm Oak Valley >roup 1:30pm Stewardship, 6:00pm Artist's Dinner
Bridge Club 10.00am Staff Budget,& Finance Reception
Meeting Team
12:00pm 5:30pm Women's AA
Soroptimists Group

10




